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A Call to Tnvest in Your Health and Your Conmnninity!

By Raoul {dte

The Beginning

In the smnter of 2001, a group of
citizens and physictans i forlmer
began explorng mechanisms for
improving access to health serwices
for the residents of the Aylmer sector
and its surroundings. The ideaofa
co-opetative quickly emetged as an
attractive sclution, and when locked
at mote closely, the multistakeholder
co-operative formula seemed even
mote attractive it would comprse a
vatiety of stateholders meluding user-
members, etnployee-members and
supp ott-metnbe ts.

In January 2004, smth 2 hundred
members, the fylmer Health Coop
became the ouner of the Aylme r-
Luceme Medical Clinic located at 67
du Couvent. On September 1= 2004,
the co-op counted mote than 1,200
members. The 11 mermbers of the
board ate volunteers and marry
Aylmer residents give time, eneroy
and expenence to this community
project.

Some facts about Aylmer and its
Health Coop

»  In the Aylmer sector, thete 13
onby one doctor for every 6,000
inhabitants. This means that there
15 an enonnous need of a dozen

doctors for the Avlmer sector

s A patient wath a farmiby doctor can
wrat up to troyears for an annoal

check-up.

o Many residents of the Aylmer sec-
tot do not have a famiby

doctor.

o  Dunng the last year, the co-op
acquired newrmecheal equipment
thanks to donations from socia
clubs and compares.

o The existine co-op 18 creating a
dual precedent: it 15 the first utban
health co-operative in Estern
Canada andis the hrst co-
ope tative to purchase an exsting
clinic smth physicians and tenants
i place. The Aylmer Health Coop
15 also innowvative i that a prvate
clinic in place for cwver 20 years has
takten collectiwve acton and 15 nowr
jointly oumed by users, employees
and the health professionals prac-
tising at the chnie.

For the first tume n Ouebec, physicians
ate patticipating in the democratic hife
of a co-operative.

How You Can Become a Member

¥ ou srrant more doctors and better
he alth sernces m your communityd

Helpyouself by jomnmgthe Aylner
Health Coop.

To becotne successful the co-
opetative needs your support.

Inwest i your health and i your
community! T'o become amember,
each adult must acquire 5 social shares
of $10 [$5U')| Youcan pay at the clhinic
on 67 du Couvent or at the Aylmer
Caisse Populare Desjardins m cash or
by cheque payable tothe Aylmer
Health Coop. Fotmote information
call at (31 684-1234 ext. 611 or wisit
out Web site: http:/ /coops a.org.

The Aylmer Health Coop is
Recruiting New Memb ers

The Aylmer Health Coop 1s starhing
its reconting campagn. The Coop has
been m operation for eight months
dready andit has gone from 100
membe s m January 2004 tomore
than 1,200 mn September.

In order to achiewe its goa of 2,700
membe s for December 2004, the
Coopis mnning a recruiting ¢ ampaign
trom nowuntil the end of the year.

Ee on the lock out for our posters,
out adwe thsements and especially our
newrleaflet that you wll recerve by
mail in Englsh a wrell & wrell as
French. ifI'he tormer leaflet 15 awailable
at the chinic).

The Aylmer Health Coop leaflet
confirms the acquisittion ofnew
medical equipment and descnbes our
poals for the nest theee years. We are
adlso still loolang for new doctors.



